
Draft 
Environmental Impact Report 

�$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�F�H�V������Volume �� 
Appendices A through �& 

�$�9�(�3���6�R�O�D�U���3�U�R�M�H�F�W��

Kern County 
Planning and Natural Resources Department 

Bakersfield, California 

�-�D�Q�X�D�U�\ 202�� 





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A 
NOP/Initial Study  
 







parcel size)) to designations 8.1 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size)), 8.1/2.1 (Intensive 
Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size) / Seismic Hazard), 8.1/2.8 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre 
Parcel Size) / Military Flight Operations (60db)) and 8.1/2.85 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size) 
/ Noise Management Area (65db)), totaling approximately 10 acres in T9N/R13W SBB&M and approximately 
1,727 acres in T9N/R14W SBB&M. 

(b) Four Specific Plan Amendments to amend the Circulation Plan of the Willow Springs Specific Plan, to eliminate 
future road reservations along Section lines in Sections 7 and 18 T9N/R13W SBB&M, and to eliminate future road 
reservations along Section and Mid-Section lines in Sections 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 36 T9N/R14W SBB&M. 

(c) Four Changes in zone classification from the existing zone districts of approximately 10 acres of E(2½) RS FPS in 
Zone Map 231-18, approximately 472 acres of E(2½) RS FPS in Zone Map 232, approximately 160.5 acres of E(5) 
RS FPS in Zone Map 232, and approximately 18 acres of E(10) RS FPS in Zone Map 232, to the A FPS (Exclusive 
Agriculture �± Floodplain Secondary Combining) District. 

(d) Four Conditional Use Permits, one in Zone Map 231-18 and three in Zone Map 232, to allow for the construction 
and operation of three solar facilities with a total generating capacity of approximately 375 megawatts within the A 
(Exclusive Agriculture) Zone District, pursuant to Section 19.12.030.G of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance. Each 
of the three facilities would have a generating capacity of approximately 125 megawatts.  

(e) Three Conditional Use Permits, in Zone Map 232, to allow for the construction and operation of communication 
tower(s) in conjunction with the proposed solar facilities. 

(f) Three requests for nonsummary vacations of public access easements, one corresponding to each of the three solar 
facilities. 

(g) �7�K�H�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�¶�V�� �Sermanent facilities would include service roads, communication towers, communication cables, 
overhead and underground transmission lines, energy storage systems, operations and maintenance facilities, and a 
gen-tie and/or collection lines to transmit electricity generated on the project site. 
 
Document can be viewed online at: https://kernplanning.com/planning/notices-of-preparation/  

 
                                                                                                                

    Signature:         ____________                                     
                                      Name:  Randall Cates, Planner III 
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1.0 Project Description  

1.1 Project Location  

The proposed AVEP Solar Project (proposed project), which consists of the Chaparral, Rabbitbrush, and 
Tumbleweed Solar sites (�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�O�\�� �D�� �³�I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\�´�� �R�U�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�� �³facilities� )́, would develop three 
photovoltaic (PV) solar facilities and associated infrastructure necessary to generate a combined total of 
approximately 375 megawatts (MW) of renewable electrical energy including associated energy storage 
systems on approximately 2,117 acres of privately owned land. The proposed project consists of three 
solar facilities: Chaparral Solar Facility, Rabbitbrush Solar Facility, and Tumbleweed Facility.   
 
The proposed project would be built either collectively at the same time or alternatively as three 
approximately 125-MW facilities on the approximately 764-acre Chaparral site, 632-acre Rabbitbrush 
site, and the 721-acre Tumbleweed site as commercial contracts are entered for each. Each of the facilities 
is independent of the other and, therefore, not connected pursuant to CEQA; however, they are being 
considered together for the purposed of efficient environmental and entitlement review. Depending upon 
market conditions, the Chaparral, Rabbitbrush, and Tumbleweed facilities may also each include or be 
developed with an energy storage system (ESS) with the capacity to store up to 500 megawatt-hours 
(MWh) energy. Each ESS would be located on approximately five acres of land within the facility. There 
are five potential interconnection routes, as described below in Table 1, Potential Interconnection 
Options. 
 

TABLE 1 - POTENTIAL INTERCONNECTION OPTIONS 
 

Option 1 Power generated by the proposed project would be transferred via proposed collection 
lines, and then via an existing 230kV gen-tie line to the SCE Whirlwind Substation. 

Option 2A 
(Alternative 1) 

If the Tumbleweed Solar substation is not constructed: Power generated by the 
Tumbleweed site would be transferred to the proposed Chaparral Solar substation. This 
would utilize collection lines that feed into the Chaparral Solar substation and then into 
the LADWP Rosamond switching station as seen in Figure 12, Project 
Boundary/LADWP Interconnection (Option 2A).  

Power generated by the Tumbleweed site would travel north along the proposed 
collection line, towards the Chaparral Solar facility. Once this collection line enters the 
boundaries of the Chaparral site, it may or may not share the structures (pole or H-
Frame) with Rabbitbrush Solar and travel east along Rosamond Boulevard, then run 
parallel with Chaparral Solar collection line crossing LADWP Parcel and connecting to 
the proposed Chaparral Substation. 

Power generated by the Chaparral site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 12, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2A). 

Power generated by the Rabbitbrush site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 12, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2A). 
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Option 2A 
(Alternative 2) 

If the Tumbleweed Solar substation is not constructed: Power generated by the 
Tumbleweed site would be transferred to the proposed Chaparral Solar substation. This 
would utilize collection lines that feed into the Chaparral Solar substation and then into 
the LADWP Rosamond switching station as seen in Figure 12, Project 
Boundary/LADWP Interconnection (Option 2A). 

Once the collection line enters the boundaries of the Chaparral site, it may or may not 
share the structures (pole or H-Frame) with Rabbitbrush Solar then travel east along 
Rosamond Boulevard, then travel northeast along the existing LADWP transmission 
line easement before making a perpendicular crossing over the LADWP Parcel and 
enter the Chaparral Substation, then sharing one gen-tie line with Rabbitbrush and 
Chaparral Solar which interconnects to the proposed LADWP Rosamond switching 
station. 

Power generated by the Chaparral site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 12, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2A). 

Power generated by the Rabbitbrush site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 12, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2A). 

Option 2B 
(Alternative 1) 

If the Tumbleweed Solar substation is constructed: Power generated by the 
Tumbleweed site would be transferred to the proposed Tumbleweed Solar substation. 
A gen-tie line would interconnect directly to the LADWP Rosamond switching station 
as seen in Figure 13, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection (Option 2B).  

Power generated by the Tumbleweed site would travel north along the proposed gen-tie 
line, towards the Chaparral Solar facility. Once this gen-tie line enters the boundaries 
of the Chaparral site, it will then travel east along Rosamond Boulevard before 
crossing the road and entering the proposed LADWP Rosamond switching station. 

Power generated by the Chaparral site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 13, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2B). 

Power generated by the Rabbitbrush site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 13, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2B). 

Option 2B 
(Alternative 2) 

If the Tumbleweed Solar substation is constructed: Power generated by the 
Tumbleweed site would be transferred to the proposed Tumbleweed Solar substation. 
A gen-tie line would interconnect directly to the LADWP Rosamond switching station 
as seen in Figure 13, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection (Option 2B).   

Once the gen-tie line enters the boundaries of the Chaparral site, it will then travel east 
along Rosamond Boulevard travel northeast along the existing LADWP transmission 
line easement before making a perpendicular crossing over the LADWP Parcel towards 
south and crossing the road and entering the proposed LADWP Rosamond switching 
station.  

Power generated by the Chaparral site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 13, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2B). 
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Power generated by the Rabbitbrush site would travel to the Chaparral Substation via 
collection line as shown on Figure 13, Project Boundary/LADWP Interconnection 
(Option 2B).  

 
The proposed project is located within Sections 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 25, 26, and 36, Township 9 North, 
Range 14 West San Bernardino Base and Meridian (SBB&M), and Section 18, Township 9 North, Range 
13 West (SBB&M). The proposed project is in the eastern high desert region of unincorporated Kern 
County. The proposed project is in the western extent of the Mojave Desert near Mojave, California. The 
proposed project is generally bordered by Avenue of the Stars to the north, 100th Street West and a 
transmission line easement utilized by the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to the east, 
Avenue A to the south, and 130th Street West to the west. 

Land uses in the region include a mix of undeveloped land, agriculture, residential, recreational and 
public facilities, and renewable energy projects (solar and wind). Desert vegetation dominates the 
proposed project sites and region. Topography across the proposed project sites is relatively flat. The 
major north-south route in the region is State Route 14, a four-lane highway located approximately 8 
miles east of the proposed project. The major east-west route near the proposed project is State Route 58, 
a four-lane highway located approximately 9.5 miles north of the proposed project. Other roads serving 
the project include Rosamond Boulevard, Gaskell Road, 110th Street West, 120th Street West, and 130th 
Street West. Paved and unpaved roadways generally following section lines are found throughout the 
area. 

The Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) are summarized in Table 2, Project Assessor Parcel Numbers, 
Corresponding Map Codes, Zoning, and Acreage. Figure 1, Site Vicinity, shows the regional location of 
the proposed project and Figure 2, Project Boundary, depicts the proposed boundary of the project. 
 

TABLE 2 - PROJECT ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBERS, CORRESPONDING MAP CODES, ZONING, AND 
ACREAGE. 

Solar 
Facility Site APN 

Willow Springs 
Specific Plan - 
Existing Map 

Code 
Designation(s) 

Willow 
Springs 

Specific Plan - 
Proposed 
Map Code 

Designation(s) 

Existing 
Zone 

District(s) 

Proposed 
Zone 

Districts  Acres 
Chaparral 

Site 
358-030-07 5.3/4.4, 

5.3/4.4/2.1 
8.1, 8.1/2.1 A FPS, A 

GH FPS 
A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

40 

358-030-08 5.3/4.4, 
5.3/4.4/2.1 

8.1, 8.1/2.1 A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

40 

358-030-09 5.3/4.4, 
5.3/4.4/2.1 

8.1, 8.1/2.1 A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

41 

358-030-10 5.3/4.4, 
5.3/4.4/2.1 

8.1, 8.1/2.1 A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

41 

358-030-11 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 37 
358-030-12 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-030-14 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-030-15 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-030-16 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-030-17 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-030-19 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 40 
358-030-22 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 26 
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Solar 
Facility Site APN 

Willow Springs 
Specific Plan - 
Existing Map 

Code 
Designation(s) 

Willow 
Springs 

Specific Plan - 
Proposed 
Map Code 

Designation(s) 

Existing 
Zone 

District(s) 

Proposed 
Zone 

Districts  Acres 
358-030-23 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-030-24 5.3/4.4 8.1 A FPS A FPS 41 
358-152-25 5.3/4.4 

 
8.1 A FPS, E(2 

½) RS FPS 
A FPS 40 

358-152-26 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 10 

358-152-27 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 10 

358-030-30 6.2 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 10 

358-030-33 6.2 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 32 

358-152-39 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 10 

358-152-40 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 10 

358-390-09 5.3/4.4, 
5.3/4.4/2.1 

8.1, 8.1/2.1 A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

40 

358-390-16 5.3/4.4, 
5.3/4.4/2.1 

8.1, 8.1/2.1 A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

A FPS, A 
GH FPS 

40 

252-341-48 
(a portion 
thereof) 

5.3/4.4 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 10 

Chaparral Site Total Acreage 764 
Rabbitbrush 

Site 
358-010-04 5.7 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 40 
358-010-13 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 80 
358-010-14 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 80 
358-010-17 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 20 
358-010-18 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 20 
358-010-19 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 40 
358-030-05 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 40 
358-030-06 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 40 
358-030-26 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 20 
358-030-27 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 20 
358-030-28 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 20 
358-030-29 8.5 8.1 A FPS A FPS 20 
358-141-34 5.75 8.1 E(10) RS 

FPS 
A FPS 5 

358-152-03 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 21 

358-152-54 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 3 

358-152-55 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 3 
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Solar 
Facility Site APN 

Willow Springs 
Specific Plan - 
Existing Map 

Code 
Designation(s) 

Willow 
Springs 

Specific Plan - 
Proposed 
Map Code 

Designation(s) 

Existing 
Zone 

District(s) 

Proposed 
Zone 

Districts  Acres 
358-152-56 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 

FPS 
A FPS 3 

358-152-57 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 3 

358-152-58 5.6 8.1 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 11 

358-160-01 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 10 
358-160-02 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 10 
358-160-07 5.3/4.4 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 20 
358-160-08 5.3/4.4 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 20 
358-160-09 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 10 
358-160-10 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 10 
358-160-13 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 10 
358-160-14 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 10 
358-160-21 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 3 
358-160-24 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 5 
358-160-25 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 3 
358-160-26 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 3 
358-160-27 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 3 
358-160-29 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 3 
358-160-30 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 5 
358-160-31 5.6 8.1 E(5) RS FPS A FPS 5 
358-360-04 5.75 8.1 E(10) RS 

FPS 
A FPS 10 

358-360-05 5.75 8.1 E(10) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 3 

Rabbitbrush Site Total Acreage 632 
Tumbleweed 

Site 
359-031-07 8.1/2.85 8.1/2.85 A FPS A FPS 80 
359-032-08 5.6/2.8 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 

FPS 
A FPS 15 

359-032-13 5.6/2.8 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 80 

359-032-14 5.6/2.8 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 105 

359-032-20 8.1/2.8 8.1/2.8 A FPS A FPS 81 
359-032-21 8.1/2.8 8.1/2.8 A FPS A FPS 80 
359-032-27 6.2, 5.6/2.8 8.1, 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 

FPS 
A FPS 20 

359-032-28 5.6/2.8 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 20 

359-032-34 5.6/2.8 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 11 

359-032-35 5.6/2.8 8.1/2.8 E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

A FPS 31 
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Solar 
Facility Site APN 

Willow Springs 
Specific Plan - 
Existing Map 

Code 
Designation(s) 

Willow 
Springs 

Specific Plan - 
Proposed 
Map Code 

Designation(s) 

Existing 
Zone 

District(s) 

Proposed 
Zone 

Districts  Acres 
359-032-36 8.1/2.8 8.1/2.8 A FPS A FPS 19 
359-032-37 6.2 8.1 A FPS A FPS 19 
359-032-38 8.1/2.8 8.1/2.8 A FPS A FPS 120 
359-183-02 5.3/2.85, 

5.6/2.85 
8.1/2.85 E(2 ½) RS 

FPS 
A FPS 40 

Tumbleweed Site Total Acreage 721 
Proposed Solar Project Total Acreage 2,117 

Legend 
 

�x 5.3 (Maximum 10 units/net acre) 
�x 5.6 (Minimum 2.5 gross acres/unit) 
�x 5.7 (Minimum 5 gross acres/unit) 
�x 5.75 (Minimum 10 gross acres/unit) 
�x 6.2 (General Commercial) 
�x 8.1 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size)) 
�x 8.5 (Resources Management (Minimum 20-acre parcel size)) 
�x 2.1 Seismic Hazard Overlay 
�x 2.8 Military Flight Operations (60db) Overlay 
�x 2.85 Noise Management Area (65db) Overlay 
�x 4.4 Comprehensive Planning Area 

 
�x A (Exclusive Agriculture) 
�x E(2½) (Estate 2½ Acres) 
�x E(5) (Estate 5 Acres) 
�x E(10) (Estate 10 Acres)  
�x FPS (Floodplain Secondary Combining) 
�x GH (Geologic Hazard Combining) 
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1.2 Envi ronmental Setting  
The proposed project is located on approximately 2,117 acres of undeveloped, privately owned land 
located in the western extent of the Mojave Desert, approximately 5.5 miles west of the unincorporated 
community of Rosamond, California. The proposed project is in the Mojave Basin and Range ecoregion 
and the Willow Springs and Little Buttes United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute 
topographical quadrangles. Development in the area surrounding the project sites include rural residences, 
agriculture, as well as renewable energy (solar and wind) facilities.  

The Mojave Creosote Bush Scrub community dominate most of the proposed project sites. This 
community typically occurs on well-drained soils in alluvial fans, bajadas, and upland slopes. Growth 
occurs during spring (or rarely in summer or fall) if rainfall is sufficient. This is one of the most widely 
distributed desert plant communities in the Mojave Desert, occurring from the desert floor up to 
approximately 3,500 feet in elevation and extending into northwestern Arizona and southern Utah. 
Scattered, widely spaced Joshua trees occur throughout portions of the creosote bush scrub communities 
present within Rabbitbrush Solar and Chaparral Solar; however, they do not occur at a density high 
enough to consider them a distinct woodland community. 

The foothills of the Tehachapi Range occur approximately 4.5 miles north of the proposed project, and 
the Central Transverse Range occurs approximately 12 miles south of the site. The proposed project and 
surrounding land are mostly flat and exhibit little topographic variation.  
 
The proposed project is located within unincorporated Kern County and is currently designated as Willow 
Springs Specific Plan map codes: 
 

�x 5.3/4.4 (Maximum 10 units/net acre/ Comprehensive Planning Area) 

�x 5.3/4.4/2.1 (Maximum 10 units/net acre/ Comprehensive Planning Area/ Seismic Hazard) 

�x 5.3/2.85 (Maximum 10 units/net acre/ Noise Management Area (65db)) 

�x 5.6 (Minimum 2.5 gross acres/unit) 

�x 5.6/2.8 (Minimum 2.5 gross acres/unit/Military Flight Operations (60db)) 

�x 5.6/2.85 (Minimum 2.5 gross acres/unit/Noise Management Area (65db)) 

�x 5.7 (Minimum 5 gross acres/unit) 

�x 5.75 (Minimum 10 gross acres/unit) 

�x 6.2 (General Commercial) 

�x 8.1/2.8 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size)/Military Flight Operations (60db))  

�x 8.1/2.85 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size)/Noise Management Area (65db))  

�x 8.5 (Resources Management (Minimum 20-acre parcel size)) 

The proposed project sites are within the A FPS (Exclusive Agriculture - Floodplain Secondary 
Combining), A GH FPS (Exclusive Agriculture �± Geologic Hazard Combining �± Floodplain Secondary 
Combining), E(2½) RS FPS (Estate (2½ acres) �± Residential Suburban Combining - Floodplain 
Secondary Combining), E(5) RS FPS (Estate (5 acres) �± Residential Suburban Combining - Floodplain 
Secondary Combining), and E(10) RS FPS (Estate 10 acres �± Residential Suburban Combining - 
Floodplain Secondary Combining) Zone Districts. The existing and proposed Willow Springs Specific 
Plan map code designations are shown in Figure 5, Existing Willow Springs Specific Plan Designations, 
and Figure 6, Proposed Willow Springs Specific Plan Designations, respectively. The existing land uses 
of the project and its surroundings are listed in Table 3, Project Sites and Surrounding Land Uses, below. 
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The entire project is also subject to the provisions of the Kern County Zoning Ordinance and is zoned as 
specified in Table 2, Project Assessor Parcel Numbers, and depicted in Figure 7, Existing Zoning, and 
Figure 8, Proposed Zoning. Figure 9, Amendment to Willow Springs Specific Plan Circulation Plan, 
shows those future road reservations proposed to be eliminated, as requested by SPA 2, Map 231-18; SPA 
26, Map 232; SPA 28, Map 232; and SPA 30, Map 232. 
 
The proposed project is located entirely within the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
designated Flood Zone (see Figure 3, Flood Zone Map). There are several drainage routes on the 
proposed project sites. All drainage routes are isolated episodic or ephemeral waters, which typically only 
flow for brief periods in response to rainfall.  

Based on a review of records maintained by the California Department Conservation/Division of Oil, Gas 
and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), wells were not identified on the proposed project sites, and the 
proposed project is not within the jurisdictional boundaries of an oilfield (DOC 2017).  

�7�K�H�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G�� �S�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �.�H�U�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �6�K�H�U�L�I�I�¶�V�� �2�I�I�L�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G��
public safety. The closest sheriff station is the Rosamond Station, located approximately 6.5 miles east of 
the project, at 3179 35th Street West in Rosamond. The Kern County Fire Department (KCFD) provides 
fire protection and emergency medical and rescue services for the project area. The closest KCFD fire 
station is located approximately 6.5 miles east of the project at 3219 35th Street West in Rosamond. The 
closest school is Tropico Middle School, located approximately 4.5 miles east of the project. The nearest 
hospital is the Adventist Health Tehachapi Valley Hospital, located approximately 18 miles to the 
northwest in Tehachapi. 

The nearest airports to the project sites are the privately owned Rosamond Skypark approximately 5.5 
miles to the east, the Mojave Air and Space Port approximately 15 miles to the northeast, and the 
Mountain Valley Airport (a private airport which allows private access) approximately 15 miles to the 
north. None of the project site or associated infrastructure, including gen-tie lines, is located within any 
airport influence area. 

According to the California Department of Conservation (DOC) 2016 Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program designations, the proposed �S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���³�*�U�D�]�L�Q�J���/�D�Q�G�´�����³�1�R�Q�D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���1�D�W�X�U�D�O��
�9�H�J�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q�´���� �³�3�U�L�P�H�� �)�D�U�P�O�D�Q�G�´���� �³�)�D�U�P�O�D�Q�G���R�I�� �6�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H�� �,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H�´���� �³�9�D�F�D�Q�W���R�U�� �'�L�V�W�X�U�E�H�G�� �/�D�Q�G�´�� �D�Q�G��
�³�6�H�P�L-�$�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���D�Q�G���5�X�U�D�O���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O���/�D�Q�G�´����DOC 2016). Parcels within the project boundary and in 
the vicinity are not subject to a Williamson Act Land Use contract. A portion of the Tumbleweed site is 
currently under cultivation (i.e., orchards). 
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TABLE 3 - PROJECT SITES AND SURROUNDING LAND USES 

 Existing Land Use Existing Map Code Designation Existing Zoning Classification 

Chaparral  
Facility Site 

Undeveloped, 
residential dwelling 

5.3/4.4, 5.3/4.4/2.1, 5.6, 6.2 
A FPS, A GH FPS, E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

North Undeveloped 5.3/4.4, 5.3/4.4/2.1, 5.6/2.1  A FPS, A GH FPS 

South 
Solar facility, 
undeveloped 

3.3, 5.3, 5.6 

 
A FPS, E (2 ½) RS FPS 

East 
Undeveloped, sparse 
residential dwellings 

3.3, 5.3/4.4, 5.6  A FPS, E (2 ½) RS FPS 

West Undeveloped 5.3/4.4, 5.3/4.4/2.1, 5.6, 8.5, 8.5/2.1 A FPS, E (2 ½) RS FPS 

Rabbitbrush 
Facility Site  

Undeveloped 
residential dwelling 

5.3/4.4, 5.6, 5.7, 5.75, 8.5 A FPS, E (2 ½) RS FPS, E (5) RS 
FPS, E (10) RS FPS, 

North Undeveloped 5.7, 5.75, 8.5 A FPS, GH FPS, E (10) RS FPS 

South Solar facility  
5.3, 5.3/4.4 

 
A FPS 

East 
Undeveloped, sparse 
residential dwellings 

5.3/4.4, 5.6, 5.7 E (2 ½) RS FPS, E (5) RS FPS 

West 
Undeveloped, sparse 
residential dwellings, 
solar facility  

5.3, 5.75 A FPS, E (10) RS FPS 

Tumbleweed 
Facility Site 

Agricultural, 
undeveloped, sparse 
residential dwellings 

5.3/2.85, 5.6/2.8, 5.6/2.85 

6.2, 8.1/2.8, 8.1/2.85 
A FPS, A GH FPS, E(2 ½) RS 
FPS 

North 
Approved Solar 
Facility, sparse 
residential dwellings  

5.3/2.85, 5.6/2.85, 8.1/2.85 
A FPS, E (1) RS FPS,  

E (2 ½) RS FPS 

South Undeveloped  Los Angeles County Los Angeles County 

East 
Undeveloped, sparse 
residential dwellings 

5.3/2.85, 6.2/2.8, 7.1/4.4, 7.2/4.4, 
8.1/2.85 

 

E (2 ½) RS FPS,  

E (2 ½) RS MH FPS 
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West 
Approved Solar 
Facility, sparse 
residential dwellings 

5.3/2.8, 5.5/2.8, 5.6/2.85,8.1/2.85 
A FPS,  

E (2 ½) RS FPS 

Legend 
 

�x 3.3 (Other Facilities) 
�x 5.3 (Maximum 10 units/net acre) 
�x 5.5 (Maximum 1 unit/net acre) 
�x 5.6 (Minimum 2.5 gross acres/unit) 
�x 5.7 (Minimum 5 gross acres/unit) 
�x 5.75 (Minimum 10 gross acres/unit) 
�x 6.2 (General Commercial) 
�x 7.1 (Light Industrial) 
�x 7.2 (Service Industrial) 
�x 8.1 (Intensive Agriculture (Minimum 20-acre Parcel Size)) 
�x 8.5 (Resources Management (Minimum 20-acre parcel size)) 
�x 2.1 Seismic Hazard Overlay 
�x 2.8 Military Flight Operations (60db) Overlay 
�x 2.85 Noise Management Area (65db) Overlay 
�x 4.4 Comprehensive Planning Area 

 
�x A (Exclusive Agriculture) 
�x E(2½) (Estate 2½ Acres) 
�x E(5) (Estate 5 Acres) 
�x E(10) (Estate 10 Acres)  
�x FPS (Floodplain Secondary Combining) 
�x GH (Geologic Hazard Combining) 
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Figure 3: FLOOD ZONE MAP
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